
Good morning. My name is Will Johnson. I am an electronic media, arts, and 
communication student at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and a communications 
intern for Intellidemia.

¢ƻŘŀȅΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŜƴ-ǎƛŘŜέ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
information technologies already available in the classroom can be used to help 
advance the adoption of these platforms.
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DƻƛƴƎ άDǊŜŜƴέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 
Because of the ever growing demand for energy and emphasis on waste reduction, 
alternative, environmentally friendly solutions have taken main stage against 
common and long-accepted practices.

A true transformation is taking place that is changing the current culture and 
mindset: to live-by a more ecologically friendly way of life.
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The college campus is no exception. In a recent study the average amount of total 
ǿŀǎǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ άоΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ н ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳέмΣ ŀ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƛƴƪΣ 
and energy, or PIE contributes the most waste in the campus overall. These items in 
particular we hope to reduce as much as possible.
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Many campuses have already recognized this need, and have increasingly introduced 
their own sustainability initiatives. However, these initiatives almost always focus on 
energy and waste reduction, which in essence is the most costly waste, but the very 
core of their mission is largely overlooked,

the classroom.
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So what makes the classroom such an unsustainable place? Think about it. Textbooks, 
tests, assignments, slides, and even syllabi, all consume tremendous amounts of 
paper. Multiply that by the some 40-50 students per section and thousands of 
courses per semester, and you can quickly see how we contribute to the over 4 
million tons of paper waste as Americans each year.

5



Many institutions already have a host of technologies that can be used to reduce 
their environmental footprint. However, few of these systems are viewed in this light. 
For example, eBooks are quickly finding their way into the classroom, but how many 
current green campus initiatives consider this paper-saving benefit? 
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Throughout the next five minutes, I will showcase the green side of three technology 
platforms, an approach that can be used to further encourage students, instructors, 
and administrators to adopt such technologies and while becoming more 
environmentally friendly.
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The first of these platforms is the Learning Management System, the hub of 
interaction between student and instructor. Tools within the LMS platform that can 
be immediately used to reduce paper usage include file posting, quiz-taking, and 
drop-ōƻȄ ƳƻŘǳƭŜǎΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [a{Ωǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
more familiar solutions being Blackboard, Desire2Learn, Moodle, and Sakai.
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